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JUDICIAL COMMITTEE (PRIVATE HIRE AND HACKNEY 

CARRIAGE LICENSING) 
 

 
Wednesday, 4th April, 2018 

 
Present:  Councillor Joyce Plummer (in the Chair), Councillors Stewart Eaves, 

Melissa Fisher, Eamonn Higgins, Julie Livesey and Paddy Short 
 

  

  

 
421 Apologies for Absence 

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

422 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
 
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations. 
 

423 Minutes of Last Meeting 
 
The Minutes of the meeting of the Judicial Committee (Private Hire and Hackney Carriage 
Licensing) held on 22nd January 2018 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

424 Court Report  -  Mr. Mohammed Awais 
 
A report advising the Committee of the outcome of court proceedings relating to an appeal 
to the Magistrates Court by Mr. Mohammed Awais following the revocation of his Private 
Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence was submitted.  The appeal against the Council’s decision 
was upheld.  The Council lodged an appeal with the Crown Court and Mr. Awais had 
decided not to oppose the appeal which was duly upheld in the Council’s favour. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

425 Licensing Procedure 
 
The Licensing Procedure to be used in relation to hackney carriage and private hire vehicle 
driver licences was submitted.  A copy of the Procedure had been sent to the driver. 
 
Resolved - That the Procedure be noted. 
 

426 Licensing Guidelines 
 
The Hyndburn Borough Council Licensing Policy Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 2017 
(Guidance on the Relevance of Convictions) was submitted.  A copy of the Guidance had 
been sent to the driver. 
 
Resolved - That the Guidelines be noted. 
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427 Exclusion of the Public 
 
Resolved - That, in accordance with Section 100A(4) Local 

Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the 
meeting during the following item, when it was likely, in 
view of the nature of the business to be transacted, or 
the nature of the proceedings, that there would 
otherwise be disclosure of exempt information within 
the Paragraphs at Schedule 12A of the Act specified at 
the item. 

 
428 Report Relating to a Licensed Private Hire Driver (SH) 

 
(Exempt information under the Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12A, Paragraph 3  -  
Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including 
the authority holding that information)) 
 
The Licensing Manager, on behalf of the Executive Director (Legal and Democratic 
Services) submitted a report informing the Committee of relevant information relating to a 
licensed private hire driver (SH).  The following documents were appended to the report:- 
 
Appendix 1  -  Photograph of Private Hire Vehicle parked in a dangerous and illegal 
manner. 
 
Appendices 2 and 3  -  Photograph of the same Private Hire Vehicle parked in an equally 
dangerous and illegal manner. 
 
Appendix 4  -  Photograph of the driver(SH) in the same Private Hire Vehicle during the 
time the incident with the Licensing Enforcement Officer took place. 
 
Appendix 5  -  Witness Statement from the Council’s Licensing Enforcement Officer. 
 
Attention was drawn to the Council’s Licensing Policy Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
2017 (Guidelines on the Relevance of Convictions).  Legal advice on the relevance of the 
incident set out in the report and the driver’s history of complaints / issues was sought by 
and provided to the Committee at the meeting.   
 
In accordance with licensing procedure, the driver (SH) and his representative had been 
invited to attend the meeting and in that respect, the driver and his representative (CF  -  
Southerns Solicitors) were in attendance.  The driver circulated an unsigned and undated 
Witness Statement which he said had been provided by a private hire driver who had been 
nearby for part of the time the incident with the Council’s Licensing Enforcement Officer had 
taken place. 
 
In accordance with licensing procedure, the Council’s Licensing Enforcement Officer had 
been invited to attend the meeting in regard to his Witness Statement and in that respect, 
the Officer was in attendance. 
 
The Committee was requested to determine whether the driver was still a ‘fit and proper 
person’ to continue acting as a licensed private hire driver.   
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Decision of the Committee:- 

Resolved - That as the driver (SH) was not considered to be a ‘fit 
and proper person’, in that his conduct had been 
inappropriate and not that expected of a licensed 
private hire vehicle driver, his private hire driver’s 
licence be revoked pursuant to Section 61(1)(b) of the 
Local Government Act 1976 for the reasons outlined at 
the meeting and set out in the decision notice. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
At which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


